Why use a Competitive Request for Proposal?
If procuring services and/or products being purchased does not fall within the meaning of
a small purchase per 13-1-125 NMSA 1978, the competitive request for proposal is an
option to create a procuring vehicle for the entity requiring the service/products.

13-1-125. Small purchases.
A. A central purchasing office shall procure services, construction or items of
tangible personal property having a value not exceeding sixty thousand dollars
($60,000), excluding applicable state and local gross receipts taxes, in
accordance with the applicable small purchase rules adopted by the secretary, a
local public body or a central purchasing office that has the authority to issue
rules.
B.

Notwithstanding the requirements of Subsection A of this section, a central
purchasing office may procure professional services having a value not
exceeding sixty thousand dollars ($60,000), excluding applicable state and local
gross receipts taxes, except for the services of landscape architects or surveyors
for state public works projects or local public works projects, in accordance with
professional services procurement rules promulgated by the department of
finance and administration, the general services department or a central
purchasing office with the authority to issue rules.

C.

Notwithstanding the requirements of Subsection A of this section, a state agency
or a local public body may procure services, construction or items of tangible
personal property having a value not exceeding twenty thousand dollars
($20,000), excluding applicable state and local gross receipts taxes, by issuing a
direct purchase order to a contractor based upon the best obtainable price.

D.

Procurement requirements shall not be artificially divided so as to constitute a
small purchase under this section.

As stated in 13-1-111 NMSA 1978:
A. Except as provided in Subsection G of Section 13-1-119.1 NMSA 1978, when a
state agency or a local public body is procuring professional services or a design
and build project delivery system, or when the state purchasing agent, a central
purchasing office or a designee of either officer [office] makes a written
determination that the use of competitive sealed bidding for items of tangible
personal property or services is either not practicable or not advantageous to the
state agency or a local public body, a procurement shall be effected by
competitive sealed proposals.
B.

Competitive sealed proposals may also be used for contracts for construction
and facility maintenance, service and repairs.

C.

Competitive sealed proposals may also be used for construction manager at risk
contracts if a three-step selection procedure is used pursuant to the Educational
Facility Construction Manager At Risk Act [13-1-124.1 through 13-1-124.5 NMSA
1978].

D.

Competitive qualifications-based proposals shall be used for procurement of
professional services of architects, engineers, landscape architects, construction
managers and surveyors who submit proposals pursuant to Sections 13-1-120
through 13-1-124 NMSA 1978.

E.

Competitive sealed proposals shall also be used for contracts for the design and
installation of measures the primary purpose of which is to conserve natural
resources, including guaranteed utility savings contracts entered into pursuant to
the Public Facility Energy Efficiency and Water Conservation Act

